INFORMATION ON SPURGEON’S ACADEMY

(KIBERA SLUM)

P.O. BOX 14544  00100

NAIROBI, KENYA, AFRICA

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Spurgeon’s Academy is located in Kibera Slum in Nairobi, Kenya, Africa.  Kibera Slum is the largest slum in Africa.  It is one square mile and home to one million people.  Half of the residents are under the age of fifteen.  One hundred thousand of these young people are orphans. Eighty percent of the adults are unable to find work.  There is no electricity, water or sewage system.  The dwellings are 9 feet by 9 feet and are home to two to twelve people.  The three causes of death are malaria, dysentery and aids.  The primary language spoken in the slum is Swahili.  The word Kibera means “jungle”.  There are 199 slums in Nairobi and one half of Nairobi’s population lives in a slum.  Unemployment in Nairobi itself is fifty percent.

EDUCATION:  Supposedly, education in Kenya is free but in actuality this is not so.  The government does not provide schools in or near the slum.  If the children wanted to go to a local school, they would have to buy their own desks, school supplies, uniforms, lunch and pay special education fees.  

INFORMATION ON THE STUDENTS WHO ATTEND SPURGEON’S ACADEMY:

Spurgeon’s Academy was founded by Mr. Fred Outa who at one time was an orphan and a street boy.  Mr. Outa founded the school because he wanted orphan children to have an opportunity to get off the streets, be in a safe environment, have food to eat, experience having a community of adults who care for and love them and get an education so that they could have a future full of hope and possibilities.  The purpose of the school is to help some of the orphan children of Kibera to develop their full potential and talents so that they can be functioning adults who can be future leaders and role models in Kenyan society. Most of the students are total orphans or partial orphans.  Very often they do not have food on the weekends and come to school very hungry and on their own.  At Spurgeon’s they receive one meal a day which for many of them is the only food they have each day.  Mr. Outa helps to provide uniforms for the students so that they can attend school with pride and dignity.  During the school year several students will die because of aids, dysentery or malaria.  This is a common experience for schools in the slum.

SPURGEON’S ACADEMY:  When Mr. Outa was in the United States attending college, he was haunted by his experience living as a street boy and an orphan.  He decided in his heart to spend his life helping other children who found themselves living as orphans.  In the late 1990’s/2000 Fred began to invite fellow college students and friends he met in the United States to go to Kenya and help him build a school in Kibera Slum.  The school began to be built one small building at a time.  The first students were 2 ½ year olds who knew only Swahili.  Fred began by teaching the children English so that they could begin  their formal education by age five.  All schools teach subject matter only in English.  If children are going to pass state entrance exams and move from one grade to the next, they must be able to speak, read and write in English.  Within a few years, Mr. Outa and his friends built enough buildings to educate children age’s 2 ½ years through 8th grade.  Mr. Outa now has 420 students at his school, Spurgeon’s Academy.  The school now has electricity but no running water.  There is a well and a tank for fresh water for cooking and washing up for lunch.  The well water is used by the students to clean the classrooms each day after school and to water the tress and greenery.

EDUCATION AT SPURGEON’S:  The school is on a trimester calendar.  At the beginning of each trimester, every student is given one pencil and one booklet to write their lessons.  The pencil and booklet must last the whole trimester.  The teachers/students do not have textbooks or maps or other educational posters to put on the walls.  The teacher has only one blackboard about three feet by three feet, some chalk and a rag to clean the board.  The teacher writes the lesson on the board and the children copy the lesson in their booklets.  There are no computers so the students do not have the opportunity to attend computer classes. Most lessons are taught by rote. The teacher’s goal is to give the students a basic education so that they can pass the national tests to move to the next grade level and eventually go to high school.  The boy students have a much greater opportunity to go to high school because if they do well, they can usually find a sponsor to put them through high school.  The girl student is not so fortunate.  Even if a girl student does well she very often has to quit school and spend her days to find food for younger siblings or try to find work.  In the fall of 2008, Mr. Outa was able to buy land near Kisumu, Kenya for the purpose of building a girl’s high school.  The idea is to move the girls out of the slum to a safe environment where they can receive an education and learn life skills and a profession so that they have a promising future. 

On weekends and during school breaks, the school is still open to the students so that they have a place to go to that is safe and provides them a meal.  Many times students from other countries come to provide games and activities for the children who attend Spurgeon’s.  Women of Kibera come to the school to make baskets and crafts to sell at the street markets. 

WHY ONE LOPTOP PER CHILD FOR OUR SCHOOL:  Many schools around the world have laptops.  Spurgeon’s does not have this new technology. The students at our school are so bright and smart but need exposure to technology so that they can compete in the modern world and experience the same opportunity as other students their age.  They could make maps to put on their walls so that they could see what the world looks like, see the continents, where other countries are located, visualize the oceans and countries of the world.  They could even see Kenya on a map and where Kenya is compared to the rest of the world.  The students hear about the animals of their country but can you believe many of them have never seen pictures of their own country or some of the animals.  The whole world to these students is Kibera.  Many of the students have never left Kibera to see Nairobi the city in which they live.  The laptops would open the world to these children.  They could see pictures of famous people, musicians, artists world leaders and see in color the shapes and colors of all the peoples of the world. With printers and paper they could make math papers, spelling sheets, science information sheets and little books of stories as they do not have textbooks or workbooks for practice.  The only reading material they have is what the teacher writes on the board.  Spurgeon’s does not have a library because it does not have books.  It would be amazing to contact other students around the world and write diaries sharing what life is like on a day to day basis.

AGENTS OF CHANGE:  Because the school is open on weekends and during vacation, adults could be invited to experience new technology and to find ways to contact the outside world to get ideas on how to create jobs for the adults who live in Kibera.  The children could set up programs inviting schools in English speaking countries to send books so that a library could be set up.  The library could be used not only by the students but could have hours for the adults to come read and learn.  The women of Kibera could try to find markets to buy their baskets and crafts so that they could set up little businesses to make money. The students could learn how to write for grants so that they could help raise money to build the high school for the girls.  Students could contact Engineering companies and invite them to come to Kibera to build a sewage system, teach the students how to put in panels so the school and slum could run on solar energy.

Most important of all, the students could learn how to contact organizations to bring in doctors to give physicals to the poor, eye exams, hearing tests and provide much needed medicines for malaria.  So many die of malaria and it is so easy to treat if the medicines were available.  

If you would chose to bring the computers to Kibera and begin some programs, there are several extraordinary teachers who would work with you and continue the programs started.  Mr. Fred Outa would be sure that personnel would be available to work with you and continue the activities that would benefit the school and the community at large.

It would be my hope David and Anurag, that you could work both with Spurgeon’s School and Taita International School this summer.  Each would be such a unique and totally different experience.  One school is in the rural area where it is quiet and scenic.

The air is fresh and there is land to grow food.  The other school is in one of the largest slums in the world where the air is filled with the smells of garbage, waste and smoke. The population is dense the needs great and the resources few.  

Please let us know if you need any more information.  We will try to answer your questions to the best of our ability.

Susan Vaickauski

President, Fred Outa Foundation

For more information on Spurgeon’s School, look up the Fred Outa Foundation on Google

