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One Lap Top Per Auroville Child 
olpAc


Background   Auroville is a unique international city in Tamil Nadu, 10km north of Pondicherry, founded in 1968. The city aspires to be an international center for collective life in pursuit of Human Unity and related Education and Research. The city now has a population of 2,000 residents from 41 countries. The goals, plans and the direction of Auroville were endorsed by UNESCO on several occasions. The Master Plan of the Future City for a population of 50,000 was developed based on the Galaxy Plan approved by the Mother. Government of India, Ministry of HRD, approved the Master Plan in 2001. Right from the start, the concept of Auroville as a 'Univercity' fired the imagination of many. Sri Aurobindo International Institute for Educational Research (SAIIER) was created in 1984 to continue and broaden the work that was already under way in developing the educational capacity of Auroville. Presently, there are some 120 researchers, twenty two units including ten schools and six unique Educational Centers working under the SAIIER umbrella. As Information Systems are playing an increasingly enabling role in education and research, the Future City is being planned to provide state-of-the-art infrastructure for education and research at Auroville.
Motivation for OlpAc The Charter of Auroville envisions Auroville as a place of never ending education that would boldly spring towards future realizations. Sri Aurobindo Ashram School, Puducherry was the first school in India to teach computer science1. In tune with this heritage, Auroville aspires to deploy olpc and help wide spread usage of computer technology in Auroville and the surrounding regions.  
OlpAc Vision Every child in Auroville has an olpc machine by 2012 and scale up the deployment to 25,000 to create an empowered generation of youth in the Auroville bioregion by 2015 

OlpAc Pilot Deployment Udavi Gentillesse Matriculation School, located in the Green Belt region of Auroville, is chosen for the Pilot Deployment. SAIIER has been managing the school since 1999 and children of Edayanchavadi and other nearby villages attend the school. The school uses English medium to teach class one to class ten with a current strength of 130 children. Udavi School has been taking various initiatives for the betterment of education. To encourage the children to discover their innate capabilities, the school created good facilities for teaching computers, painting, music, dramatics, arts & crafts and a variety of games, sports etc. This makes it a very good platform for OlpAc pilot. Udavi School location in the Auroville Green Belt makes it highly suitable for the pilot deployment as the learning from the pilot would be very beneficial to spread the deployment to Auroville as well as the bio-region
1 “Some time in 1971 Frank Mathur and Paul Sobel, two scientists from Jet Propulsion Laboratory, USA took to the Mother, the mini-computer they were presenting to the Ashram School. Mother was very enthusiastic and operated the keyboard for a while and said "This is on my AGENDA". Ashram School's computer centre was the first school to offer hands on training for computers to school children in India.”  
Dr.Chamanlal Gupta, 11th August 08

The first step The first step is to deploy olpc in one class. For the first step, children in the age group of 10-12 are preferred. Accordingly, Class VI with 11 children is chosen for the first step. At the beginning, the goal is to expose the children to the interactive learning paradigm of olpc  and allow the children to discover new ways of learning and making learning more fun, autonomous and mutual. In this stage, we will be using olpc for co-curricular and extracurricular activities rather than curricular activities. While this is being done, we would be exploring the possibilities of courseware and content for curricular activities. The objectives for the first three months are

· Set up the olpc platform with 12 machines and server by 3rd week of October

· Allow children to learn the usage of Schools Wikipedia and explore Tam Tam , eToys, Paint etc

· Start Pushpa Mala as a teacher directed project 
Pushpa Mala This is an open-ended project to encourage the children to connect various aspects of knowledge in an interactive, collaborative and playful way. The children would be encouraged to discover flowers in Auroville. For each flower, they would be encouraged to take a picture, find out the name given by Mother and its significance, link up the botanical data on the flower and understand any industrial or commercial uses of the flower. Finally, they can plant it in their school and tend to it, if they choose to. The project will be allotted one afternoon every week and the results of the research will be published on the Auroville Wiki. The project is open ended in that any one in Auroville or interested in Auroville can add to the knowledge base to usher in wider collaborative knowledge building practices without age /geographical boundaries. 

	Team



	Role
	Name
	Remarks

	Project Owner
	P. Sudhir
	Class Teacher

	Other Teachers
	Naima
	Assistant Teacher

	System Administration
	Shivakumar
	

	Volunteers
	Goutham, Shilpi, JV


	


	Budget

	Item
	Qty
	Cost
	Remarks

	XO-1
	5 
	50,000
	From Digital Bridge

	Upgrade of machine
	1 
	 10,000
	Mother Board, Ram and HDD to use as server

	Access Point
	1
	8,000
	Approximate cost

	Miscellaneous
	-
	2,000
	

	
	Total
	70,000
	


Request for Support Udavi School raised the funds for above. We seek the support of Digital Bridge for seven XO-1 so that each child and both teachers have a machine each. We also seek help to get support of IIT, Chennai and Azim Premji Foundation to port their courseware to olpc
It is an education project, not a lap top project 
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